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PROGRAMME
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Wildlife Conflict Mitigation Programme of the Endangered Wildlife Trust has been
mitigating livestock damage caused by predators by using effectively utilizing livestock
guarding dogs in areas in Limpopo Province of South Africa where predators which are of
conservation concern (cheetahs, leopards, African Wild Dog and the brown and spotted
hyena) occur naturally outside of protected areas on commercial farms. This has recently
expanded into other areas where other species of conservation concern which are
affected by indiscriminate, unethical and in most cases, illegal methods are used by
farmers to try and protect their livestock farm predation. This expansion has opened up
the door for the EWT to promote, assist, facilitate and also provide livestock guarding
dogs to farmers who have seen the effectiveness of the Livestock Guarding Dog Project
of the EWT in farming areas where livestock predation is causing farmers to use methods
which have a negative impact on the environment and the wildlife which occurs in that
area. The Livestock Guarding Dog Project has clearly showed that the use of these dogs
can actually have a positive impact on reducing predation, making it unnecessary for
farmers to use unselective and in most cases unsuccessful control methods in order to
reduce predation.
The Endangered Wildlife Trust through its formal partnership with Cheetah Outreach has
placed 5 new Anatolian Livestock Guarding Dog puppies during this reporting period on
livestock farms in cheetah distribution range. Cheetah Outreach annually makes 10
Anatolian Livestock Guarding Dogs available to the EWT-WCMP as custodians for
specific placement onto livestock farms within the cheetah distribution range in Limpopo
Province, to mitigate predation on livestock by cheetahs and to conserve these cheetahs
on farms. A further 5 puppies are expected through this partnership later this year. During
the reporting period, one of the Anatolians previously placed was moved to a new farm in
the Alldays area while another was killed by a snake while on duty. A young Anatolian in
the Thabazimbi area was showing behavioral problems and was playing with and biting
the goats which she was guarding. It has been decided to move her to a herd of cattle in
the Waterberg.
The Waterberg Biosphere /Welgevonden Livestock Guarding dog project is going from
strength to strength and the six Africanis Maluti Livestock Guarding dog placed during the
last quarter of 2010 are doing very well and have settled in well with the various livestock
herds they are guarding. This project is situated within the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve
in Limpopo and the idea is to create movement corridors for the larger predators such as
leopards between the bigger conservation areas within the greater Waterberg Biosphere
by reducing and or limiting predation by these predators on livestock which occur on the
farms between these conservation areas. The project plans to place another three dogs
which have already been sponsored by the lodges in Welgevonden in the Waterberg
area within the next six months depending on the buy-in of farmers.
Eukanuba sponsors all the dog food to the project and Novartis supplies Practic and
Milbemax products to all the working dogs. This sponsorship is extended through the
Endangered Wildlife Trust to Cheetah Outreach who is a partner to the EWT project.
Cheetah Outreach sponsors 10 LGD's per year to the EWT for placement in cheetah
range while they also place their own LGD's in the cheetah range within North West
Province in the Kalahari area.
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2. Livestock Guarding Dogs currently placed Within Cheetah
Range under the Endangered Wildlife Trust and Cheetah
Outreach Custodianship Partnership during this reporting
period.
Date
of
placement
June 2009
January 2010

February 2010
July 2010

November 2010
February 2011

Name of Dog

Area placed

Stef
Don
Themba
Victor
Merlyn
Tara
Khaki
April
Dave
Jasper
Argus
Aslan2
Shadow 2
Tara2
Zlatan
Shabalala
Carl
Benjamin

Alldays
Thabazimbi
Alldays
Alldays
Thabazimbi
Baltimore
Baltimore
Swartwater
Alldays
Tsipise
Alldays
Thabazimbi
Alldays
Baltimore
Baltimore
Lephalale
Lephalale
Lephalale

Type
of
Livestock
sheep
Damara sheep
Damara sheep
sheep
sheep
sheep
sheep
goats
goats
goats
Damara sheep
goats
goats
sheep
cattle
sheep
goats
sheep

Status
moved
working
working
working
Died
Died
working
working
working
working
working
moved
working
in bonding
in bonding
in bonding
in bonding
In bonding

Cheetahs occur widely spread but in low numbers in the northern part of the Limpopo
Province of South Africa. In the past, "problem" cheetahs were captured and relocated
away from the farms where they were causing problems, but this soon proved to be a
useless and unsustainable approach to resolve the conflict as the captured cheetahs
would soon be replaced by other cheetahs that would occupy the now vacant territories
created by the capture and relocation. It was decided to make use of Livestock Guarding
Dogs as a long term solution to livestock predation and the Endangered Wildlife Trust
endeavored to continue with the working relationship that existed between the De Wildt
Cheetah and Wildlife Trust (project moved over to the Endangered Wildlife Trust in
August 2009) and Cheetah Outreach. This relationship was formalized through the
signing of a formal Memorandum of Understanding between the two organizations and
the EWT will continue to place and monitor Anatolians provided by Cheetah Outreach in
Limpopo province as custodians. The Endangered Wildlife Trust is a major role-player in
executing the South African National Conservation Action Plan for Cheetahs and conflict
mitigation within cheetah range is a huge part of the work of the EWT that is done to
ensure the conservation of cheetahs on farmland in South Africa.
A total of 18 Anatolians were monitored during this period as part of the above mentioned
agreement. During this reporting period 2 of the livestock guarding dogs died in service
and one was moved from goats to cattle due to behavioral problems with the goats.
Five new Anatolian puppies were placed on new farms to guard sheep, goats and cattle
against predation from cheetah and other predators. On one of these farms, a cheetah
was shot during 2010 due to excessive predation on the goats.
One adult Anatolian was moved away from the farm where he was transferred to during
late 2010 as the farmer was not putting in the required effort necessary to get the dog
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settled in with its new herd. This dog was moved to another farm close-by which already
had Anatolians with goats to monitor its effectiveness as livestock guarding dog while
working with the existing Anatolians. He settled in well and showed no behavioral
problems as experienced by the previous farmer. He was thus moved to a farm close to
the Venetia mine to guard a herd of sheep against predation and is settling in well.
The remaining 10 Anatolians are still all under 12 months since date of placement and
are visited and monitored on a monthly basis to ensure that the dogs are in good health
and condition and that they are adapting to their roles as livestock guarders. Three of
these dogs will be signed over to the farmers within the next reporting period.
Cheetahs and other large predators are reported on the majority of the farms where the
Anatolians are placed, with very little and in most cases zero losses reported to livestock
due to predation.

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2010 TO END FEBRUARY 2011

5

ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST: WILDLIFE CONFLICT MITIGATION
PROGRAMME
Individual Dog reports:
Stef:

Stef has effectively guarded the sheep on his farm close to Maasstroom in Limpopo. He
has been looked after well and is healthy. During October, Stef's owner informed me that
he was selling his farm and that we should look for another farm where Stef can be used
as a livestock guarding dog. Stef was moved to the farm of Mr. Johan Hendriks. This
farm is situated next to the Venetia Nature Reserve close to Alldays. During December
Mr. Hendriks requested that we remove Stef as he was returning home early. Mr.
Hendriks was not prepared to take corrective measures as his programme on his farm
was apparently to busy for this. Rox Brummer who has recently been employed by the
EWT to assist with his programme took Stef back to her farm. Rox already has two
Anatolian dogs guarding her herd of sheep. Stef was introduced to them and he
effectively guarded the herd of goats together with the other two dogs. We came to the
conclusion that Stef was not a problem dog but that Mr. Hendriks might actually have
been the problem in this case. Stef was moved to the farm Rugen close to Venetia
Limpopo Nature Reserve and placed with a herd of sheep. He has settled in well and the
farmer is very satisfied with him and the way he is guarding the herd of sheep. Stef
disappeared for three days after his placement on this farm and it is thought that he most
probably crawled through the fence when his herd of sheep was grazing on the fence
line. We think he got confused and crawled though the electric fence on the Venetia side.
This fence is electrified and that would have prevented him from crawling back. He
pitched up at the kraal at Rugen three days later and since then he has not left his herd
again. Stef was treated with Milbemax and Practic during this period has been fed on
Eukanuba Working and Endurance. Stef will remain under our care supervision for six
months after which he will be signed over to his new owner.

Figure 1: Stef under evaluation working with Pego and Tuli, spot the "problem
dog.... there isn't one
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Don:

Don has grown out of his chasing and behavioral problem and the dangle stick which was
fitted onto him during the day has been removed...... well actually he removed it himself
by chewing it down to a VERY short piece of stick which was not effective any more. The
farmer is still a bit concerned that Don will hurt and kill lambs in the next lambing season
as he did this previously due to excessive play behavior. I provided a muzzle to be fitted
onto Don at night during this time as a pro-active measure to prevent this. Don is also
kept in a separate enclosed kennel now to prevent him from playing with the sheep in the
kraal. I have reduced his food intake at night to prevent him from having excessive
energy when he is supposed to sleep. Don is in good condition and is healthy. Don was
treated with Practic and Milbemax during this reporting period and has been fed on
Eukanuba Working and Endurance. The farmer is very happy with Don and has had no
losses due to predators during this period. A leopard was seen early in February this year
on this farm.

Figure 2: Don returning to the kraal with herd of sheep. Farmer and herder
counting sheep as they go into kraal.
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Themba:

Themba is guarding Damara sheep on a farm near Alldays. She has developed into a
good livestock guarder. She has not had any losses to her herd due to predation by
predators. The farmer is very happy with her and we will be signing her over to him
during March. Themba is healthy and in good condition and care is taken to keep her
clean of ticks as she seems to be very susceptible to the toxins which the ticks leave in
the skin. Themba was treated with Practic and Milbemax and is wearing a Preventic
collar. She is fed on Eukanuba Working and Endurance.

Victor:

Victor is guarding sheep on a farm right next to the Venetia Reserve close to Alldays.
Cheetah, leopards, hyenas and even lions are seen frequently in the area. Victor has
settled in well and operates with or without a herder. Victor is healthy and in good
condition and the farmer is extremely satisfied with Victor and the way in which he guards
his herd of sheep. Victor was treated with Milbemax and Practic during this reporting
period and is fed on Eukanuba Working and Endurance. Victor has had no losses to his
herd of sheep during this period.

Merlyn:

Merlyn is guarding sheep on a farm close to Thabazimbi where cheetahs are seen often.
Merlyn has adapted well into his role of livestock guarding dog, but recently went through
a patch of extreme rough play with the sheep, even killing two sheep in one day due to
this rough playing and chasing. Merlyn is now just under a year and it is normal for these
dogs to go through a last playful period before reaching the age of 1 year. Merlyn was
restricted from interacting with the herd of sheep by putting him onto a run-wire next to
the kraal, where he remained for 3 weeks to get him over the playful period. He was then
fitted with an e-collar and re-united with his herd. The fact that we restricted his
movements for 3 weeks seems to have worked as the e-collar had not been used once.
During December Merlyn and his herd of sheep were moved to a kraal and grazing camp
closer to the farmhouse. This had a serious impact on Merlyn as the domestic dogs
intercepted him when he was going with his herd to graze in the morning. This made him
stay behind, and he and the Boer-Boel started roaming during the day. He was once
again put on a run wire and kept at the kraal for two weeks. This seemed to work as he
accompanied the herd to the veldt, but returned back early to the kraal and then visited
the dogs at the farm house. Unfortunately he was killed by a snake during February
before corrective action could be implemented again. Merlyn was healthy and in good
health. He was treated with Practic and Milbemax during this reporting period and was
also fitted with a Preventic collar. Merlyn was fed Eukanuba Working and Endurance
during this reporting period.
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Tara

Tara is guarding sheep on a farm close to Baltimore in Limpopo. Tara has adapted well
into her role as livestock guarding dog. Tara has bonded very well with her herd of sheep
and does not have any behavior problems Tara actively patrols the area around the kraal
and she does not allow any strangers at the kraal during the night. There has been no
stock loss during this period of reporting. Tara is healthy and in good condition. Tara was
treated with Practic and de-wormed with Milbemax during this reporting period. She was
fed on Eukanuba Large Breed puppy. Tara tragically died during December 2010. Her
herd of sheep was grazing in one of the irrigated fields and she was laying in the shade
of the pivot irrigation when she chewed on the electric cable of the pivot system.

Khaki:

Khaki is guarding sheep on a farm north of Baltimore, where cheetahs and leopards are
seen regularly. Khaki has settled in well and his playful behavior seems to have resided.
He guards his herd of sheep with a herder but the two work independent of each other
with the herder just making sure that the herd does not wander into the vegetable fields.
There has been no stock loss to his herd of sheep due to predation during this period of
reporting. Khaki is healthy and in good condition with a very low tick load. He was treated
with Practic and Milbemax during this period and is wearing a Preventic collar. There has
been a change in herders during this reporting period, but this has not had any effect on
Khaki. Khaki has been fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 3: Khaki and his sheep
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April /Helga:

April went through a difficult stage during this period where she was refusing to sleep in
the kraal and would wander of late afternoon on her own when the herd of goats would
be in the kraal. The farmer rectified this by closing her up in the kraal in the afternoon and
rewarding her with dog biscuits when he did this. She gets her dog biscuits every
afternoon now in the kraal as a reward. Jackals were responsible for the losses of three
goats during this period. It seems as if April was intimidated by the pack of jackals which
attacked the herd during that period, but she soon learnt how to deal with them. The
farmer followed the herd one day to try and shoot the jackals that were attacking the herd
of goats and to his amazement he saw April successfully chasing off the pack of jackals
which were responsible for the losses to the herd of goats. April is guarding the herd of
goats together with an older border collie and this partnership seems to work well as the
Border collie would herd the goats in a close group while April would attack and chase of
the jackals. This behavior from April and the Border collie have made it unnecessary for
the farmer to shoot the jackals. April has been treated with Practic and Milbemax dewormer during this period and she is been fed Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 4: April with her goats in the veldt

Jasper:

Jasper has proven to be an excellent livestock guarding dog and can not wait to
accompany his herd of goats to the veldt. Jasper is clearly bonded very well with his herd
and has a very good sense of responsibility...... Jasper is working exceptionally hard as
the farm is in the dry Tsipise area and the goats move fast and far to graze over the
8000ha farm. Jasper has not has any losses to his herd of goats during this reporting
period. The farmer is understandably very satisfied and proud with Jasper and the way
he is working. Jasper was treated with Practic and Milbemax de-wormer Jasper is fed on
Eukanuba Large Puppy Breed food at recommended quantities and also has porridge as
a supplement with this food.
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Figure 5: Jasper and goats

Dave

Dave is working on a farm close to Alldays. He is guarding goats on a farm where
predators such as cheetahs, leopards and brown hyenas are seen often. Dave has
started his rough play behavior again, but only when he is out of sight of the farmer and
at night in the kraal. A "dangle stick was fitted to Dave during the day to prevent him
running an d chasing and this worked well. The dangle stick started causing swelling on
the wrists and was removed. Dave has been put onto a run wire at night to stop this
rough playing in the kraal. I provided a muzzle which allows for drinking, barking and
panting to be used on Dave during the day, until this play behavior resides. This seems to
be having the required effect as he can not open his mouth to grab hold of the goats any
more. The farmer is now a bit happier with Dave and feels he can now trust Dave with the
herd. The owner also saw Dave physically chasing jackals away from the herd in the
veldt. During this reporting period, Dave did not loose any goats to predation by
predators. Dave is in a good condition and is healthy. Dave was treated with Practic and
Milbemax during his period and fitted with a Preventic collar. He is fed on Eukanuba
Large Puppy Food.

Figure 6: Dave in kraal
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Argus2:

Argus2 is guarding a special herd of Damara sheep (four horned Damara sheep) on a
game farm between Musina and Alldays.

Figure 7: Four horned Damara sheep guarded by Argus
Argus2 has adapted well and has bonded with his herd of Damara sheep. He is joining
the herd when they go grazing and has settled in well. Argus is healthy and in good
condition. He is a bit playful at times with the lambs and a short piece of chain has been
attached to his collar to prevent him from running without the chain getting tangled
between his front legs. Avert is also used to deter him from playing when caught redhanded. This is working well and he does not chase the lambs any more. The farmer is
very satisfied with Argus. Argus has been treated with Practic and Milbemax and fitted
with a Preventic collar during the reporting period. Argus is fed on Eukanuba Large Breed
Puppy at recommended quantities.

Shadow 2:

Shadow2 is a replacement for Shadow1 who was killed by a snake on his first day out
with the herd. Shadow2 is working on a farm close to the Limpopo River west of Alldays,
in an area where cheetahs, leopards and African Wild Dog are seen frequently. Shadow2
has bonded well with the herd and is working well. Shadow had to be taken to Old
Chapel Veterinary clinic for surgery due to an excessive tick load which caused serious
wounds. He has been returned and is guarding his herd of goats again.Shadow2 has
been treated with Practic and Milbemax during this period and fitted with a Preventic
collarShadow2 is fed Eukanuba Large Bred Puppy at the recommended quantities.
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Figure 8: Tick bites on Shadow requiring veterinary care and surgery!!

Aslan(2)

Aslan(2) was adapting well to his herd of goats and to the new farm. She was getting
used to the routine and was accompanying the herd of goats to the veldt without
returning back. During January she started some rough playing with the young goats and
started biting ears. The farmer did not rectify the problem but preferred to tie her to a run
wire next to the kraal. He only informed me of this behavior three weeks after it happened
and only because I called to make arrangements to visit Aslan. I decided to fit a muzzle
during the day to Aslan(2) to prevent her from biting the lambs. The farmer only used this
for one day and felt sorry for Aslan and sent her out to the field with the goats without it.
She continued biting and rough play and he requested that we remove Aslan from his
farm. When I collected her, the farmer was not available, but his wife told me that he did
not and was not prepared to put in the effort to effective train and guide Aslan not to play
and bit the goats. I decided to move Aslan to a farm in the Waterberg and to bond her
with cattle as she was still young and should adapt well. The new farm already has a
Anatolian from this programme (Felix) but he is currently patrolling and guarding 3 herds
of cattle in adjacent camps and the cows with calves which are farm from those camps in
the mountain are not getting any protection from him. Aslan will be bonded with these
cows and calves. Aslan was treated with Practic and Milbemax and was fitted with
Preventic collar during this period. She had a very low tick load and is in good condition.
She was sterilized late February before being taken to her new farm. Aslan2 is fed on
Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy and now on Eukanuba Large Breed Adult.

Figure 9: Aslan with muzzle which allows panting and drinking to prevent biting of
lambs
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Figure 10: Aslan2 in kraal on new farm waiting for cattle

PLACEMENT REPORTS FOR NEW ANATOLIAN PUPPIES PLACED
WITHIN CHEETAH RANGE IN LIMPOPO.
Shabalala:

Shabalala is a 8 weeks old Anatolian Livestock Guarding Dog Puppy placed during
February 2011 on the farm of Mr. Danie Erasmus on the farm.Zinshoek approximately 40
kilometers south west of Lephalale and approximately 10 kilometers west of the Marikele
National Park and Welgevonden Private Game Reserve. Shaba will be training to guard a
herd of goats against predators such as cheetah, leopard, brown hyena, caracal, black
backed jackal and the odd African wild dog that passes through the farm now and then.
Shaba will remain in the kraal to bond for the next six weeks after which he will join his
herd daily when they go into the farm to graze. Shaba was treated with Practic for ticks
and will be fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.
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Figure 11: View of vegetation on farm Zinshoek

Figure 12: Farmer Danie Erasmus treating Shaba for ticks with Practic

Figure 13: Shaba sniffing the kraal
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Carl:

Carl is an Anatolian pup of 8
weeks placed during February 2011 on the farm of Jan and Adri Koekemoer on the farm
Weidhoek in the Steenbokpan area south of Lephalale. Carl will be bonded with goats to
guard them against cheetah, leopard, caracal, baboon, black backed jacked jackal and
brown hyena. The farmer shot a cheetah last year which was predating on his goats.
The herd of goats already has a Africanis dog but the combination of the Anatolian
should provide adequate protection as the herd of goats split up in the day when grazing,
leaving some unprotected and vulnerable to predation. The farm has extremely dense
vegetation and also a large portion of mountainous area which is not accessible by road.
Carl will remain in the kraal for the next 5 to 6 weeks to bond with the goats after which
he will start accompanying the herd to the veldt during the day. . Carl was treated with
Practic for ticks and will be fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 14: Goat meets Anatolian Carl over breakfast

Tara(2)

Tara(2) is a replacement for the previous Tara who died due to electrification in
December 2010.Tara(2) was placed on the farm of Mr. Danie Ehlers approximately 10
kilometers west of the town Baltimore in Limpopo during February 2011. She will be
bonded with sheep to guard them against predation from cheetah, leopard, caracal,
brown hyena and black backed jackals. Tara(2) adapted very quickly when she was
placed in the kraal and this was most probably due to the fact that the sheep were used
to the presence of the previous Tara. Tara(2) will remain in the kraal for the next 6 weeks
after which she will start accompanying the herd to the veldt to graze. A week before the
placement of Tara(2), two lions were seen on the farm and two weeks after placement
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the lions killed and fed on a calf on the same farm.......... . Tara was treated with Practic
for ticks and will be fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 15: Tara and sheep meet in kraal

Benjamin:

Benjamin is an 8 week old Anatolian puppy placed on the farm Billiards of Mr. Beyers van
der Westhuizen approximately 25 kilometers north east of the town Lephalale. Benjamin
has been placed with sheep to guard them against predation from cheetah, leopard,
brown hyena, caracal and black backed jackals. Benjamin will be bonding with his sheep
for the next 6 weeks before he accompanies them to the veldt to graze. The farm is
situated not farm from a range of mountains and the farmer is convinced that leopards
that stay in those mountains are predating on his sheep. . Benjamin was treated with
Practic for ticks and will be fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 16:Anatolian Benjamin investigating his kraal
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Zlatan:

Zlatan was placed on the farm Rooibokspruit of Dr Friedl van Rensburg approximately 10
kilometers eats of the town Baltimore in Limpopo. Zlatan will be bonded with Nguni cattle
to protect and guard them against cheetah, leopard and African Wild dog. A pack of
African Wild dog were captured and relocated from this farm during October 2010 and
Zlatan has been placed as guardian as a result of this operation as the farmer realizes
that relocations are not a long term solution. The farm is situated in the mixed bushveld
area and characterized by the large Marula trees and Acacia species which grow
abundantly. Rooibokspruit is a neighbor to a farm which already has a Anatolian
Livestock Guarding Dog provided through this programme.

Figure 17: Zlatan at his kennel in kraal waiting for his cattle.

3. Waterberg / Welgevonden Livestock Guarding Dog Project
The Waterberg Biosphere Reserve is situated within the Waterberg Mountains in the
Limpopo Province. This area is well known for its larger conservation areas which include
a National Park as well as privately owned nature reserves. Normal livestock farming
activities continue to take place within the boundaries of the Biosphere reserve and this
creates human/predator conflict when large predators such as leopards disperse from the
conservation/protected areas and end up predating on livestock on the adjacent farms.
Leopards are seen to be valuable from a eco-tourism point of view for the large protected
areas and private reserves, but are also seen as menaces and in fact regarded as
problem animals by livestock farmers in the Waterberg who are suffering losses to the
leopards predating on cattle, goats and sheep and in some cases even on wildlife which
have financial value to the game farmers who own small game farms in the Waterberg.
Current and recent research within the Waterberg has indicated that predators such as
leopards are not able to move between the larger conservation areas and this puts these
small isolated populations at risk from a genetic point of view. The WCMP of the EWT
has been trying to mitigate conflict in the Waterberg for a long period and due to the
success of the EWT/Cheetah Outreach Livestock Guarding Dog Project, it was decided
to expand this project into the Waterberg Biosphere. The Welgevonden Private Game
Reserve joined forces with the EWT and donated a substantial amount of money to

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2010 TO END FEBRUARY 2011

18

ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST: WILDLIFE CONFLICT MITIGATION
PROGRAMME
secure the first nine placements of Livestock Guarding Dogs around the perimeter of the
Welgevonden Private Reserve. The EWT made a decision not only to use the Anatolian
Livestock Guarding dog, but also to do a trial on the use of the Africanis "Maluti" livestock
guarding dog which is an indigenous African breed of dog used to guard livestock in
Lesotho.
The first five Africanis "Maluti" dogs which were placed during August with farmers
around Welgevonden have all adapted well with minor adaptation hick-ups with some of
the dogs. The farmers are all satisfied with the LGD's and are very surprised at the way
these dogs are working and guarding the various herds of livestock. One of the dogs had
a close death experience when a python decided to have him for breakfast, but luckily the
farmer saw this and rescued the dog!!.
The remaining four dogs will be placed before July 2010 with three puppies expected in
April. One Anatolian pup, Shaba has already been placed.
Date
of
placement
August 2010

Name of Dog

Area placed

Mars
Ares
Mhondoro
Gaia
Joanna
Bomba

February 2010

Shabalala

Rankinspas
Vaalwater
Vaalwater
Bulgerivier
Bulgerivier
Western
Waterberg
Western
Waterberg

Type
Livestock
Cattle
Cattle
Cattle
Goats
Cattle
Goats
Goats

of

Status
working
working
working
working
working
working
in training

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2010 TO END FEBRUARY 2011

19

ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST: WILDLIFE CONFLICT MITIGATION
PROGRAMME
Mars:

Mars has adapted very well and is living extensively with his herd of cattle in the veldt
and does not return to the kraal if the cattle don't. The owner is very happy with Mars
and has expressed his surprise as he did not believe that this method of predation
management would have worked. Mars has not suffered any losses to his herd since
placement. Leopards are seen often on this farm. Mars has been treated with Practic and
Milbemax during this reporting period, and had only a few ticks on his body. Mars is fed
Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy food.

Figure 18:Mars greeting his owner

Figure 19:Mars and his Brahman cattle
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Ares:

Ares is still working on a cattle farm just across the road from Welgevonden close to
Vaalwater. Ares has bonded with cattle and moves between the cattle herd that grazes
close to the homestead. He returns to the kraal daily for periods, but then goes back to
the cattle which graze in the camps around the house later. This is where the calves
graze and the farmer is thus not concerned. Ares was injured by a warthog in January but
that has stopped him from trying to hunt chase them. He spent one day with the local
veterinarian and has now healed completely. Ares is in good condition and is healthy.
Ares was treated with Practic and Milbemax during this reporting period and fitted with a
Preventic collar. He has a low tick load on his body. Ares is fed Eukanuba Large Breed
puppy food. One calf was killed by an unknown predator in February although no bite
marks were found to actually prove that it was killed by a predator and it might have died
and been fed on by jackals.

Figure 20: Ares and his cattle

Gaia:

Gaia is guarding goats on a farm next to Welgevonden Private Game Reserve close to
Bulgerivier. Gaia started joining her herd of goats in the veldt at an early age and has not
had any behavioral problems at all. The farmer is very satisfied with Gaia and has
become a great spokesperson for the project in the area. He also farms with Boran cattle
and has requested a second livestock guarding dog for placement with his Boran cattle
which graze up in the mountain areas. One of the remaining Welgevonden sponsored
dogs will be placed with him. Gaia is healthy and in good condition. She was treated with
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Practic and Milbemax during this reporting period and was also fitted with a Preventic
collar. Gaia is fed Eukanuba Large Breed puppy food.

Figure 21: Gaia with her herd of goats in kraal

Figure 22: Gaia with her goats in veldt
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Joanna:

Joanna has been bonded with cattle on a farm adjacent to Welgevonden close to
Bulgerivier. She has taken a bit longer that the rest of her siblings to join the cattle in the
veldt, but she has recently started doing and has even stayed out with the cattle for
prolonged periods. She has guarded a new born calf in the veldt and even took the
farmer to it. She has been treated with Practic and Milbemax during this period and fitted
with a Preventic collar. She is fed Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy food. The farmer is
happy with her progress and very proud of her.

Figure 23: Joanna and calf in veldt

Mhondoro:

Mhondoro has been bonded with Bonsmara cattle on a farm adjacent to Welgevonden
close to Vaalwater. Mhondoro has adapted well and lives with her cattle in the veldt.
Mhondoro showed some signs of roaming and would go to the farm house if her food
was not given to her on time. She would then be taken back to the herd. Mhondoro had a
close death experience when she was caught by a 3.5 meter python in early during this
reporting period. Luckily for her the farmer was on his way to feed her and found her with
the python coiled up around her. He saved her and took her to the veterinarian who
treated her for bruising and some bite wounds after which she joined the herd in the
veldt again. Mhondoro is healthy and in good condition. Mhondoro was treated with
Practic and Milbemax and fitted with a Preventic collar during this period and had the
lowest tick load of all the other Maluti dogs in this area. Mhondoro is fed Eukanuba Large
Breed Puppy food. The farmer is satisfied with Mhondoro.
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Figure 24:Mhondoro with cattle

Figure 25: Mhondoro and python that nearly ate her.

Bomba:

Bomba has been placed on a farm to the north west of Welgevonden to guard goats. The
farmer already has an Anatolian from the EWT/Cheetah Outreach partnership on his farm
with one of his herds of goats.
Bomba has joined the heard of breeding goats and is working and guarding this herd
together with an Anatolian which was also from this project. The farmer has lost 7 head of
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cattle this year to leopards on that farm, but has not lost any goats to predators!!. Bomba
has adapted well to her role as guardian and the farmer is very satisfied with him. This
farmer has bought into the idea of livestock guarding dogs and has two other with his
other herd of goats on the other farm as well which he bought himself. He says that he
would not b able to farm effectively without these dogs. Bomba is healthy and in good
condition with a few ticks on his body. Bomba has been treated with Practic and
Milbemax and fitted with a Preventic collar during this reporting period and has been fed
Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy food.

Figure 26: Bomba

Placement report for new puppies placed in the Waterberg/Welgevonden
Project in February 2011
Shabalala:

Shabalala is a 8 weeks old Anatolian Livestock Guarding Dog Puppy placed during
February 2011 on the farm of Mr. Danie Erasmus on the farm.Zinshoek approximately 40
kilometers south west of Lephalale and approximately 10 kilometers west of the Marikele
National Park and Welgevonden Private Game Reserve. Shaba will be training to guard a
herd of goats against predators such as cheetah, leopard, brown hyena, caracal, black
backed jackal and the odd African wild dog that passes through the farm now and then.
Shaba will remain in the kraal to bond for the next six weeks after which he will join his
herd daily when they go into the farm to graze. Shaba was treated with Practic for ticks
and will be fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.
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Figure 27: View of vegetation on farm Zinshoek

Figure 28: Farmer Danie Erasmus treating Shaba for ticks with Practic

Figure 29: Shaba sniffing the kraal
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4. Crane Conservation / Predator Conflict Mitigation
Livestock Guarding Dog Project
The Wildlife Conflict Mitigation Programme and African Crane Group has joined forces in
the Chrissiesmeer and Wakkerstroom area to assist farmers with livestock guarding dogs
as a alternative to indiscriminate predator control methods currently used to control and
reduce predation by predators in these areas. Farmers were currently using packs of
hunting hounds to try and control black-backed jackal, caracal and serval which were
predating on sheep in the area. This indiscriminate control method was actually having a
detrimental effect on other non-target species including the crane species that occur in
the area. Farmers were at wits end but welcomed the initiative from the EWT to
implement the livestock guarding dogs onto farms who have signed up as "Crane
Custodians" under the current EWT Crane Conservation project in the area. The main
idea was that other farmers would take notice of this method used on these farms and
would buy into the idea. The EWT would assist farmers in the area to get the method
implement on as many farms as possible in order to minimize predation on sheep in the
area, and also to put an end to ineffective and unethical indiscriminate predator control
methods currently used.
During this reporting period most of the dogs were sterilized, one dog died and one dog
was removed and re-homed as a domestic pet due to excessive playful behavior. Two
new puppies were placed during this period.
Date
of
placement
August 2010
October 2010

February 2011

Name of Dog

Area placed

Magadeni
Maluti
Shepherd
Konya
Valkeri
GokTurna
('Leeu')
Konya2
Sibusiso

Amersfoort
Wakkerstroom
Volksrust
Chrissiesmeer
Chrissiesmeer
Chrissiesmeer

Type
Livestock
sheep
sheep
sheep
sheep
sheep
sheep

Chrissiesmeer
Volksrust

sheep
sheep

of

Status
removed
working
working
died
working
working
in bonding period
in bonding period
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Magadeni:
Magadeni was removed due to playful and roaming behavior and re-homed as a
domestic pet. He will be replaced later in the year during winter when the sheep are fed
artificially and when introducing and bonding a new pup will be the most suitable. The
electric fence taught Magadeni to respect fences, but due to reputational risks of the
project with the farming community, it was decided not to continue with this dog.

Maluti:

Maluti was placed on a sheep farm close to Wakkerstroom. Maluti has been living with
his herd of sheep in the veldt and so far no losses due to predators have occurred. Maluti
has developed some behavioral problems and leaves his herd during the day to go to the
visitor chalets on the farm. The farmer thinks that tourist who frequented the chalets
during December had fed him tit-bits and that is why he keeps on returning there.
Whenever he is found at the chalets he is reprimanded and the farmer recently
purchased a e-collar to use on Maluti when he is found at the chalets as he now simply
runs off when he sees the farmer. The e-collar will not associate the reprimanding action
with the farmer. Maluti does sleep with the herd of sheep at night which is critical for the
farmer as that is when the predators are active. One afternoon late, the farmer sent a
farm-worker who never worked with the sheep before to the grazing camp to round up
the sheep for the night. Maluti did not take kindly to this stranger and seriously
intimidated the laborer even threatening to attack!! Maluti is thus showing all the traits of
a good livestock guardian and there definitely is hope for him if his daily roaming behavior
can be stopped.
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Maluti has been treated with Practic and Milbemax, provided with a Preventic collar
during this reporting period and has been fed Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy. No ticks
could be found on Maluti.

Figure 30: Maluti on guard close to his herd of sheep

Shepherd:

Shepherd is an Africanis "Maluti" which has been placed on a sheep farm close to
Volksrust. This farm has resident Blue and Crowned Cranes that return every year.
Shepherd has been bonded to his sheep and lives with them in the grazing camp. He is
very protective of his herd and the farmer has not had any predation losses. Shepherd is
a shy dog and prefers not to approach strangers but in stead positions himself between
him and the stranger and forces the herd of sheep to slowly move away. Late afternoons
sees him rounding up his sheep into a close group for the night. The farmer is very happy
with Shepherd and the way he is developing. Shepherd has been treated with Practic and
Milbemax and fitted with a Preventic collar during this reporting period and has been fed
Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy.

Figure 31: Shepherd and sheep and bull.
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Konya:

Konya is an Anatolian Shepherd dog which was provided by Cheetah Outreach. Konya
has been placed on a sheep farm in the Chrissiesmeer area in October 2010. Konya is in
the process of bonding with a small herd of sheep. Konya has been treated with Practic
and Milbemax during this reporting period and has been fed Eukanuba Large Breed
Puppy. Konya was found dead in her kraal in December and will be replaced in 2011 with
another pup.

Figure 32: Konya a week or two before he was found dead.

Valkeri:

Valkeri was placed on a sheep farm in the Chrissiesmeer area of Mpumalanga in October
2010. She was provided by Cheetah Outreach. The farmer has resident breeding Blue
Cranes on his farm and is concerned about the effects of indiscriminate predator control
on these Blue Cranes. Valkeri has adapted well to her role as livestock guardian and has
joined the herd of weaned lambs in a camp adjacent to the ewes. She spends most of
her time with the weaned lambs but returns to her kennel and food throughout the day in
the adjacent camp where the ewes graze, returning back to the weaned lambs. She is in
good condition after suffering from tick-bite fever during late December. The farmer is
very satisfied with Valkeri and mentions that he sees black-backed jackal in the morning
moving through his property but does not mind as he does not suffer losses any more.
Valkeri was treated with Practic and Milbemax and provided with a Preventic collar during
this period and is fed on Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy food. She was sterilized in
February. Valkeri was also filmed as part of a up coming 50/50 television story on
SABC2.
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Figure 33: Valkeri with sheep.

Gok Turna ("Leeu")

This Anatolian was provided to the project by Cheetah Outreach and arrived with the
name Gok Turna which has the meaning of "blue bird in the sky". He was placed with a
farmer in Chrissiesmeer with sheep in October 2010. This farmer is having a 50% loss to
his herd due to predation by caracal, jackal and serval and the livestock guarding dogs
are his last option before he stops farming sheep at all.
The farmer could not see himself using the name "Gok Turna" and said it was too
outlandish.... he has decided to name the pup "Leeu" which means lion.
Leeu is living with his herd of 700 sheep out in the grazing fields. During the reporting
period just when Leeu was left out with the herd of sheep for the first week, three sheep
were killed and eaten on. The farmer suspected that Leeu was the culprit, but close
investigation by the farm workers actually showed that a feral dog moving through the
farm was responsible for these losses. Soon after this the damage by the feral dog
stopped and it is thought that Leeu might have chased him off. Leeu is a huge dog but is
very calm and not over playful at all. He does not play with the sheep at all, but does take
to chasing the ostriches when the approach the herd of sheep to close. The farmer is
very excited about the project and is very positive and extremely proud of Leeu. The
sheep were recently sheared and Leeu was isolated into his training camp for the day
with a few sheep while the rest of the herd was taken away. Leeu was not very happy
with his sheep being taken away but the farmer thought it best not to take him wit the
sheep up to the sheds as he did not want to create a problem as his own domestic dogs
were also at the shed. When the sheared sheep returned, Leeu did not recognize them
but soon relaxed in their presence after a few hours and all returned to normal. This is a
routine Leeu will get used to.
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The pup is in good condition and is healthy. He was treated with Practic and Milbemax
and fitted with a Preventic collar during this period and is fed on Eukanuba Large Breed
Puppy food.

Figure 34: Leeu greeting farmer in grazing camp

Figure 35: Leeu with sheep in background
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Placement Reports for New Anatolian puppies placed in Wakkerstroom
and Chrissiesmeer during February 2011
Konya2

Konya2 is a replacement Anatolian pup of 8 weeks for Konya1 who was found dead in
the kraal during December 2010. Konya2 was placed with a small herd of sheep for
bonding in a kraal within a larger grazing camp. She will remain here for the next six
weeks after which she will be introduced to the larger herd. The farmer is still very
positive about the project and is adamant that it will be a success. Konya2 was treated
with Practic and is fed on Eukanuba Large Breed puppy food. She was filmed at
placement as part of a 50/50 television programme on SABC2.

Figure 36:Konya2 in her camp.

Sibusiso (Sibu)

Sibusiso was sponsored by the St Mary's School in Johannesburg. Sibu is a 8 week old
Anatolian pup which was placed on the farm of Mr. Pierre Beetge close to the town of
Volksrust in Mpumalanga. Mr. Beetge has breeding cranes on his farm is very
conservation conscious. He is suffering large losses to his sheep and has requested to
be part of the project to try and reduce the losses caused by predation. Sibu was placed
in a small bonding camp with a few sheep next to a huge dam on the farm and well away
from human activities. He will remain here for the next 6 weeks after which he will be
introduced to the larger herd of sheep. Sibu was treated with Practic and is fed on
Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy food.
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Figure 37: Sibu being carried to his bonding camp by the farmer, Pierre Beetge

Figure 38: Sibu meets his sheep..... "hello"
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5. CURRENT SPONSORS TO THE PROJECT:

Adoptions: Cuckoo Bird Club , Rand Barbet Bird Club ,
Joan Campkin , RMB Hugfund,
Liz Chamberlain, Bill & Christine McIntosh, Graham Bath,
Gill Raine. GSFS Foundation(Mhondoro
Lodge),Welgevonden Private Game Reserve, Mandy Jones,
Educos, St Mary's School,Stephne And Alan
Ashworth,Dimension Data, Dawn Kisner (Makweti
Lodge),Jon Cummings,Abalengani Lodge,Wits Bird Club
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